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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.It is true that similar confusion and uncertainty, and in some cases
similar discordance, exist respecting the first principles of all the sciences, not excepting that which is deemed
the most certain of them, mathematics; without much impairing, generally indeed without impairing at all, the
trustworthiness of the conclusions of those sciences. An apparent anomaly, the explanation of which is, that the
detailed doctrines of a science are not usually deduced from, nor depend for their evidence upon, what are
called its first principles. Were it not so, there would be no science more precarious, or whose conclusions were
more insufficiently made out, than algebra; which derives none of its certainty from what are commonly
taught to learners as its elements, since these, as laid down by some of its most eminent teachers, are as full of
fictions as English law, and of mysteries as theology. The truths which are ultimately accepted as the first
principles of a science, are really the last results of metaphysical analysis, practised on the elementary notions
with which the science is conversant; and their relation to the science is not that of foundations to an edifice,
but of roots to a tree, which may perform their office equally well though they be never dug down to and
exposed to light. But though in science the particular truths precede the general theory, the contrary might be
expected to be the case with a practical art, such as morals or legislation.
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