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Appropriations is now fairly entering upon its work for this session, and | have deemed it fitting to take some
survey of the subject-matters that will come before the House this winter in the way of appropriations. The field,
Mr. Chair man, is a broad one. Our annual expenditures are immense. Govern ments. Like families, cost more
and more as they grow; and the cost of governments, like that Of families, is apt to increase in a geometrical
ratio with their growth. Any man who contrasts the population and the wealth of this coun try now with what
they were in the first days of the Government will be reconciled to a great advance in its expenses. In that
wonder ful chapter of Macaulay, wherein he presents the material condition of Great Britain at the time when
the crown passed from Charles Il to his brother, the historian notes, as a remarkable fact, that in the time
covered by two long lives the taxation of the British people had been increased thirty-fold. We have, Mr.
Chairman, owing to great events in our history, especially owing to the events of the last fifteen years, gone
beyond what in Great Britain Seemed startling to Macaulay. It could hardly have been imagined by any person
liv ing in the administration of John Quincy Adams that in fifty years from that time there would be collected
from the American people an nually and spent In one way or another nearly $300, 000, 000....
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