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Akashic Books,U.S., United States, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. In the
twilight of a mysterious childhood full of wonder, Billy Argo, boy detective, is brokenhearted to find that his
younger sister and crime-solving partner, Caroline, has committed suicide. Ten years later, Billy, age thirty,
returns from an extended stay at St. Vitus Hospital for the Mentally Ill to discover the world full of unimagi-
nable strangeness: office buildings vanish without reason, small animals turn up without their heads, and cruel
villains ride city buses to complete their evil schemes. Lost within this unwelcoming place, Billy finds the
companionship of two lonely, extraordinary children, Effie and Gus Mumford--one a science fair genius, the
other a charming, silent bully. With a nearly forgotten bravery, Billy treads from the unendurable boredom of a
telemarketing job, stumbles into the awkward beauty of a desperate pickpocket named Penny Maple, and
confronts the nearly impossible solution to the mystery of his sister s death. Along a path laden with hidden
clues and codes that dare the reader to help Billy decipher the mysteries he encounters, the boy detective may
learn the greatest secret of all: the necessity of the unknown. Kirkus Reviews, June 15, 2006 *STARRED REVIEW*
What happens when a Hardy Boy grows up? Mood is everything here, and Meno tunes it like a master, even
though such a task initially appears impossible. Billy Argo, resident boy detective of his small New Jersey burg,
seems to have inherited the aura of brains, fearlessness and rigid moral compass that always served the likes of
Encyclopedia Brown in such good stead. Billy solves crimes and foils villains without breaking a sweat, aided by
younger sister Caroline and heavyset friend Fenton. Their successes are trumpeted in newspaper headlines
straight out of kids adventure books...
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